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Doan from Loughshannagh b Peter Walker



Adventure” to be presented by Na Sléibhte Hillwalking Club on 
Thurs 12th Nov.  (Specific link: https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/twelve-
bens-adventure-tickets-127195054833 ).  
There is also a talk by Alan and Margaret Tees 
on the MI “Irish Peaks” book on 23rd Nov.

The Covid situation and the measures to 
deal with it come and go.  We are going to 
keep calm and carry on doing what we do 
– hackneyed expression but appropriate.  
Varying restrictions mean we can rediscover 
nearer places while fueling our future 
hopes with articles about mountains 
such as Doan and featured videos such 
as camping in SW Donegal.  We have 
an interesting retrospective article about JB Malone creator of the 
Wicklow Way.

Member fergalh has excelled himself this month.  He has an article 
in about a visit to the Isle of Man, an obvious place for Irish people 
to explore due to its proximity.  Apart from that he has demonstrated 
extraordinary memory by recalling particularities for hundreds of 
summit comments for Britain.   He has visited more than any other of 
our Irish based members.  Let’s put this in the category of minority 
tastes we cater for.  There are some interesting possibilities for those 
who have a spare few hours perhaps in Wales or England.

The Annual Call Tell us what you have been doing in 2020 in a 
few notes, or compose a full feature article perhaps from pre covid 
experience of a great area or trip. Many topics and styles welcome 
along with photos. Take the time to be brief, to be grammatical and 
to consider the audiences.

Volunteering.  We had an article about our volunteer led projects 
in the last Quarterly and since then others have joined in such as 
Mark J Campion helping to regularise Short Summaries and Akash 
Murthy assisting with software development.

Mountaineering Ireland has some online lectures of 
interest to hillwalkers, see https://mountaineering.ie/aboutus/
news/2020/?id=309.  We would particularly point out “12 Bens 
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A SCEPTICAL HILLWALKERS WILD STUDIES
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Summit of Scraigs, Co. Donegal 
b Brendan O’Reilly
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Hills of all shapes and sizes are valuable because 
they each suit people of different levels of fitness and 

physical ability. An example of this is andren64’s post 
of Oct 18 outlining a trip up Teevenabinnia in County Mayo. 

At 379 metres the hill is not as little as the title of the post suggests. 
Nice Views for a Little Mountain
We were in Leenaun for several days. Since my wife is not so fit for 
climbing mountains, healthwise, we decided to go for this little 
mountain. There is a parking lot in front of the Delphi Adventure 
Center where you can walk a forest path. Until it goes left over a 
small stream up the mountain. The way is wet! There was a rain 
shower when we got to the top, but the great view made up for it. 
A beautiful view of the Killary Fjord and the 12 Bens! 
Original comment: 
https://mountainviews.ie/summit/869/comment/20968/ 

More summits please
Fergalh offers his support for IainT’s view on the inclusion of a few 
extra tops in the vicinity of Sugarloaf Mountain in the Cahas.
Please note MountainViews has a mechanism for dealing will all such 
requests.  For a change to an existing summit go to its page and click 
on the Propose Places Database Change button.  To propose a new 
summit, go to an existing summit and press Propose a new place. 
Sometimes we can be slow in getting to approve or disapprove of 
summits but I can assure you that all are dealt with.  At least 500 
changes have been processed in 2020.
Link: https://mountainviews.ie/summit/1428/comment/20935/

REGIONS:  MOUNTAIN COMMENTS |  TRIP REPORTS |  TRACKS |  SUMMARIES

PLACE 
COMMENT 

OF THE 
MONTH

SOUTH

MIDLANDS

SIZE DOESN’T MATTER
TIEVENABINNIA (379M), MWEELREA MOUNTAINS

b simon3 b Fergalh

https://mountainviews.ie/summit/869/comment/20968/
https://mountainviews.ie/summit/1428/comment/20935/


REGIONS:  MOUNTAIN COMMENTS |  TRIP REPORTS |  TRACKS |  SUMMARIES

Little Hill but 
Big History
Taur in the 
Mullaghareirk 
Mountains is a 
relatively small 
and easy climb, 
reports Fergalh, 
but it scores 
high in terms of 
historical interest.

Link: https://mountainviews.ie/summit/803/comment/20939/

In the 
amphitheatre
Eamonoc visits 
Coomnalack 
in the Cahas, a 
magnificent top 
that is located 
in a magnificent 
arena of 
mountains with 
tremendous 
panoramas.

Link: : https://mountainviews.ie/summit/671/comment/20912/

The path less 
travelled by
The less-trodden 
southern side of 
Howth Head offers 
an easy track with 
lots of fine views of 
hidden coves, along 
with views as far as 
Wicklow, writes Colin 
Murphy.
Link: mountainviews.
ie/summit/1046/
comment/20975/

A boggy summit with 
stunning views!
The summit area is a 
virtual quagmire, but 
if you’re prepared 
to endure the 
squelching, the views 
of Mullaghcleevaun are 
worth it, says JoHeaney.
Link: https://
mountainviews.
ie/summit/107/
comment/20941/

EASTSOUTH

SOUTH

b Fergalh

b Eamonoc

b Colin Murphy

EAST

b JoHeaney
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NORTH
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WEST

WEST
Access issue 
resolved re 
iconic top
The wave-like 
Benwiskin 
in the Dartry 
Mountains was 
once a source 
of conflict re 
access, which 
resurfaced 
recently, but 
again has 
been resolved 
of late, writes 
Peter Walker.

Link: https://mountainviews.ie/summit/425/comment/5184/

b Richard Cyganiak

Breathtaking views 
but boggy underfoot
An extensive route 
description for 
Benbaun in the 
Twelve Bens by 
member cailín_deas, 
who describes 
alternately boggy/
stoney terrain but 
worth the effort.

Link: https://mountainviews.ie/summit/89/comment/20908/

b cailín_deas

A happy camper
Carolyn105 ascends the joyously named Tullyhappy in the Cooley/
Gullion Area , which boasts fine views of the Mournes. 
Link: https://mountainviews.ie/summit/1279/comment/20926/

Taking pains
Tievecrom in the Slieve Gullion Subarea is famed for its brambly 
lower reaches, as Carolyn105 discovered, but her painful ascent 
brought its rewards.
Link: : https://mountainviews.ie/summit/989/comment/20917/

b Carolyn105

NORTH
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TRACK OF THE MONTH - MOURNE OF NECESSITY

WHERE THERE’S MUCK 
THERE’S DOAN...
This month’s selection 
comes from the not-
quite-fully-locked-down-
so-long-as-you-aren’t-
in-the-26-Counties 
Mourne Mountains, with 
Peter Walker visiting 
the hugely popular 
rocky ramparts of Doan 
together with some 
lesser known summits 
amidst some quite 
tough going.

LENGTH: 17.3km 
TIME TAKEN: 5h 6m 
ASCENT: 882m  
DESCENT: 882m 
PLACES: Start at J28456 
21427, Slievenaglogh, 
Slieve Muck, Carn 
Mountain, Carn Mountain 
North Top, Doan, end at 
Start
Link: https://
mountainviews.ie/
track/4393/

https://mountainviews.ie/track/4393/
https://mountainviews.ie/track/4393/
https://mountainviews.ie/track/4393/


TRACKS

SOUTH: 
Red States
One of the most glorious easily accessible mountain landscapes 
in the south-west is the prodigious bite that Gleninchaquin takes 
from the Caha Mountains. Onzy has paid it a visit and taken 
the opportunity to walk the Heritage Trail (‘The Red Loop’), a 
straightforward 90 minutes taking in vintage farmsteads and views of 
possibly Ireland’s finest waterfall [ED, really?]  Many more walks are 
available here: visit http://gleninchaquinpark.com/walks/ 
Note that MV has a number of shared tracks in the area that do not 
require paying a fee.
Link: https://mountainviews.ie/track/4384/

NORTH:
A wrong turn...
An interesting itinerary in the Bluestacks from noucamp, with the 
conventional start to the traverse of the range’s high summits (over 
Glascarns Hill and Croaghbane) being followed by turning left rather 
than right, and a walk into even less frequented country terminating 
at Cronamuck. Without the luxury of a second car steps had to be 
retraced, but more logistically loose folks could possibly extend the 
walk southwards to the Barnesmore Gap.
Link: https://mountainviews.ie/track/4392/

TRACKS
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TRACKS
MIDLANDS: 
Radio Times
The North Midlands colossus that is Croghan Hill now has two 
separate tracks describing its ascent. The more recent one comes 
from bunsen7, parking east of the village before wending upwards 
to the newly replaced trig column with its wealth of information. 
May the person who scratched their name into it get the mumps, or 
something.
Link: https://mountainviews.ie/track/4389/

EAST: 

Tibradden Us Do Part
If the lockdown ever gets back to Stage 3 then pedestrians in Dublin 
might be grateful for venues such as Tibradden Mountain, and it’s 
in that spirit that simon3 has wandered that way from the suburb of 
Stepaside. Somehow in this generally busy area he has managed to 
vary the outward trip and the return to minimise the amount of other 
humanity encountered, although the more gregarious could add on 
Two Rock Mountain.
Link: https://mountainviews.ie/track/3943/

TRACKS
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B O O K  R E V I E W

Within the relatively short evolution of books about Ireland’s 
mountains, it’s hard to think of another book that has arrived 
quite as belatedly and carrying quite the same weight of 

expectation as Mountaineering Ireland’s ‘Irish Peaks’. Conceived as a 
tribute to the late, great Joss Lynam, it aspires to both celebrate and 
give guidance to Ireland’s high mountains.

The first thing you’ll notice is the book’s physical heft; its solid hard-
backing and page size mean that its natural home is the coffee ta-
ble rather than the rucksack, unless the rucksack owner has a strong 
back and money to burn. Thus liberated from the need for in-the-field 
practicality it is free to indulge in a riot of design and colour on page 
after page. This is not a book that struggles to get your attention. The 
hugely evocative shot of a descent from Mweelrea on the cover gives 
a fair indication of how the publications ‘artistic’ side will express itself.

But it’s also a goldmine of pure information.
The introductory passages of the book serve to provide a backdrop 

and a primer, with substantial articles on important issues such as ac-
cess, safety and the environment and the walker’s relationship with it, 
and in-depth essays on the mountains’ geology, flora and fauna. There 
is also a thorough biography of Joss Lynam himself. All of this is quite 
sumptuously illustrated by means of photographs and diagrams; in-
deed, it has to be said that the photography throughout ‘Irish Peaks’ is 
often absolutely magnificent and utterly gripping.

But the meat of the book is the ‘walking guide’ section, divided into 
four Province-oriented sections (with Munster further subdivided in 

MOUNTAINEERING 
IRELAND’S IRISH PEAKS
A review by Peter Walker



two). Here 71 chapters serve to provide guidance to the ascent of the 
mountains that make up MountainViews’ ‘Highest Hundred’ list (the 
highest summits with a prominence of 100m or more). The individual 
chapters feature a recommended route (and often some alternatives 
but never an exhaustive list; MountainViews provides much greater 
diversity in this re-
gard), details about 
distances, timings 
and terrain, and 
also a map. Handily 
there’s also an indi-
cation of the volume 
of parking available.

The route de-
scription texts come 
from many different 
contributors (includ-
ing Joss Lynam him-
self…a nice touch), but have been edited sensitively so as to provide 
a reasonable continuity of style. The routes themselves are often ‘in-
terestingly debatable’ but never (to this reviewer’s eyes) ‘plain wrong’, 
and display an awareness of access concerns that isn’t always obvious 
in guidebooks. As such they can confidently be recommended to any 
reader new to the area being described; ‘Irish Peaks’ may be too un-
wieldy for the field, but otherwise it totally delivers as a guidebook.

The book concludes with an article from our own Simon Stewart 
outlining the history of what is now known as the Vandeleur-Lynam 
list.  Irish Peaks was originally to have included the 166 ‘separate 
peaks’ of Joss’s 600m list from 1999, but this proved impractical due 
to the anticipated size of the result.  Instead the shorter Mountain-
Views ‘Highest Hundred’ was used made possible by MountainViews 
having determined a prominence figure for each mountain.  Simon’s 
article goes on to introduce various other Irish mountain lists, up to 
and including the ultimate challenge of the Arderins.

There are a few things with which I would take issue in the book. I 
could not find the promised route update section on the MI website, a 
bit unfortunate at a time where pre-and-post-and-during-again lock-
down turmoil has caused a noticeable increase in access issues. De-
spite the (acknowledged) contributions of many members of Ireland’s 
many hillwalking clubs, their existence is barely touched upon within 
the main text, if at all, and Ireland’s burgeoning Challenge Walking 
culture seems similarly absent (indeed, organised walks seem some-
what dismissed). Finally, MI now has a Hillwalking Committee, but 
contributions from or mentions of it are missing.

But as before, those are points that are debatable rather than bi-
nary. Taken as a whole, ‘Irish Peaks’ is a tremendously impressive and 
hugely inspiring piece of work, deeply ambitious but ultimately fulfill-
ing that level of ambition. This reflects very highly on its editors Mar-
garet & Alan Tees: there was a vast amount of material to draw on from 
a large number of disparate sources, and it was by no means a given 
that something this coherent would emerge from that. 

‘Irish Peaks’ is a genuine landmark in Irish mountain publishing, 
one that demands a 
place in any collec-
tion of books on the 
subject. No kidding.

There were some 
previous comments 
on “Irish Peaks” , 
though not a full re-
view, in Mountain-
Views’s Sept 2020 
issue.

Note: MI are organising a talk on Irish Peaks, Mon 23rd Nov see 
https://mountaineering.ie/aboutus/news/2020/?id=309

B O O K  R E V I E W
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S U M M I T E E R I N G

ELLAN VANNIN 
(ISLE OF MAN)

Fergal Hingerty

The Isle of Man… what is the first thing that spring to mind? 
Cats with no tails, TT races, offshore banks, Bee Gees, the flag 
with 3 legs  or even the song ‘The Craic was Ninety in the Isle of 
Man’. But hill walking... surely not? 

 I was living in Bristol a few years ago when I saw an 
advertisement for the Isle of Man with a large hill on it that seems 
interesting, so I thought where could I find out more? 

Why, Mountainviews of course! I discovered that there were 
21 hills on the island with 4 over 500 metres… a 3 day weekend 
and climb them all? A challenge for sure…could I? Would I? Of 
course, let’s do it. 

The next three hills from Snaefell... Claugh Ouyr, 
Beinn Reinn and North Barrule  b Fergal Hingerty

“Fionn MacColl took a sod of grass and threw it Into the Irish Sea 
and it became the Isle of Man” 

Celtic Legend



S U M M I T E E R I N G

A few months later I flew in by EasyJet arriving early morning on a 
Friday and picked up the hired car, having a rough climbing schedule in 
my head and OS Map number 95 in my hand. It was time to start. 

Having ruled out the hill on the Calf of Man due to time constraints, 
I had planned to start with the smaller ones at the very south of the 
Island. Like most of the UK, the rights of way are well established and 
easily accessible. I was going to start off with the smaller ones at the 
south and work my way up to the middle where the bigger ones were, 
and do the big climbing on the Saturday.

The hills at the south are on the cliff edge and/or nearby, so the 
views are fantastic even through the mist. There was a brief rest just 
before Sartfell to do an interview with the local newspaper, otherwise  it 
was  boots on and climb away into the mist that was lingering that day.

On the Friday I climbed Mull Hill, Cronk Ny Arrey, Bradden Hill,  
Lhatee Ny Beinee, Crank Ny Arrey Laa,  South Barrule,  Slieau Whallian,  

Slieau Doo,  Slieau Froghane, Sartfell, Mullagh Ou Yr and Beinn-Y Phott.
All were easily accessible but being April and misty, the views were 

not great; however, the particular highlights were the cliffs of Lhatee Ny 
Beinee and the views from Crank Ny Arrey.

After all of that it was back to Douglas for a pint, a meal and a well-
earned good early sleep as the next day was sunny weather and the 
bigger hills had to be tackled so an early start was required.

Like most hillwalkers I am used to an early start so I rose with the sun 
in the morning and drove north west of Douglas. I started with Carn 
Gerjoil  and then moved onto Snaefell.

I parked below Snaefell near the train station and headed up the 

slope to the summit. Snaefell (Snow Mountain in Norse)  is 621 metres 
high and from here you can see the seven Celtic kingdoms (Alba, Éire, 
Cyrmu, Mann, Kernow, Heaven and Neptune).  [ED.  We aren’t so sure 
about Heaven and Neptune] 

Lhatee Ny Beinnee  b Fergal Hingerty

The Snaefell Mountain railway  b Fergal Hingerty



S U M M I T E E R I N G

It was the fifth Celtic Highest Top of the kingdoms I had climbed.  
Although many hillwalkers will regard being on top of any hill as heaven 
it has to be said (maybe with the exception of Barrinisky of course)!

Now there was the long linear walk to the spectacular trio of Claugh 
Ouyr, Beinn Reinn and North Barule… this is not walked too often but 
with a wooden walkway through parts of the bog and the sun shining, 
it is glorious and compares favourably to any walk in the hills of Ireland.

Finally, after this long linear walk I got back to the car and proceeded 
to climb a few hills east and south of Snaefell. I had climbed 19 off the 
MountainViews list, so I decided to climb a few of the Hillbagging.co.uk 
website over 300 metres in the vicinity as well.

On the Saturday I climbed Carn Gerjoil, Snaefell, Clagh Ouyr, Beinn 
Reinn, North Barrule South Top, North Barrule, Slieau Managh, Slieau 
Lhean, Slieau Ouyr, Caraghan & Colden

This left me just one on the MountainViews list, Slieau Roy to finish 

the Island completely (except the Calf of Man which I could do another 
time), so time for a pint and food in Douglas and early to bed again.

I rose early again on the Sunday and mindful of the time I had before 
I got to the airport for the flight back to Bristol, I decided to climb the 
one off the MountainViews list firstly and see what I could do afterwards.

I headed to Slieau Roy and in an hour or so I was back at the car. I 
headed off to do a few more hills.  Afterwards I then headed to the town 
of Peel and proceeded to climb the very impressive Corrins Hill beside 
the port. Not very high, but on a sunny day the tower and views were 
very impressive. Then it was back to the car and headed to the airport 
and a flight back to Bristol where I was living at the time.

On the Sunday I climbed Cronk Beck, Slieau Roy, Mount Kerrin & 
Corrins Hill

So Is the Isle of 
Man worth a visit to go 
climbing? In my humble 
opinion, definitely. I only 
walked a small section 
of the impressive coastal 
path and climbed most 
of the large central belt of 
hills and a few scattered 
hills around here and 
there. What I did climb 
was very impressive and 
compares favourably to 
anywhere else in Ireland  
and the island of Britain.

Certainly, there is 
scope for long walks 
linking the hills that I 
drove between and that 
is worth doing. I ended 
climbing 20 of the 21 in 
the MountainViews list 

A look back at Snaefell  b Fergal Hingerty

Bog walk  b Fergal Hingerty

http://Hillbagging.co.uk
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with the exception of the Calf of Man which I did not have time for. As 
for distance,  the total length I walked in the three days was 71 km.

 I also climbed 6 hills mostly over 300 metres in the Hillbagging.
co.uk website, they have two others which I did not climb Slieau Maggie 
and Beary Park. One was added afterwards and one I missed in error as 
I did not mark it on my map unfortunately.

So should you go? Yes definitely, an interesting place to visit with 
many Celtic connections. There are regular flights from Dublin and also 
the ferries run from Dublin and Belfast. Naturally  there is no point in 
going in June when the TT races are on as everything is full. Normally 
there are many places to stay in Douglas or one of the smaller towns if 
you want a bit of peace and quiet.

And if you believe in the Celtic legends you will have to visit, sure is 
it not a piece of home?

Claugh Ouyr summit  b Fergal Hingerty

The Calf of Man  b Fergal Hingerty

Barule North Top in sight b Fergal Hingerty

http://Hillbagging.co.uk
http://Hillbagging.co.uk


M O U N TA I N  H I S TO R Y

In the world of Irish hill walking and hiking, John James Bernard 
Malone…JB Malone, (1913—1989), stands out like a beacon, and as 
the lone legendary pioneering figure, who was the visionary and the 

founder of the very first way marked trail in Ireland, The Wicklow Way 
(In the Republic anyway). It was he who popularised and opened up 
the hills, especially the Wicklow hills, to thousands of people through 
his books, writings, regular newspaper articles and media pursuits. He 
was the first and most influential and dynamic force in the development 
of hill walking and way marked trails in Ireland, and in the early years of 
the forties, fifties, and sixties, his articles and books were instrumental 
in inspiring and opening up a whole new exciting outdoor world of 
hiking and mountaineering to a generation of people who otherwise 
might have stayed indoors!  

JB Malone was born in Leeds in 1913 to James Bernard Malone 
and his wife Agnes Kenny, both from Dublin. He spent his early years 
in England and pursued his secondary education at the Marist Brothers 
College in Kent, where he completed his senior certificate examination 
in 1929. The Malone family moved back to Ireland in 1931 and JB lived 
on Rathgar road in Rathgar, Dublin. From his bedroom window he had 
a view of the two nearest foothills of the Dublin mountains, Montpelier 
hill and Kilmashogue, and it was this vista which inspired him as a young 
man in 1932 to begin methodically exploring them on foot, starting 
firstly with the ruins of Hell Fire Club on Montpelier hill. This was to be 
the start of his many hill walking journeys and forays through the hills 
over a period of almost sixty years, during which he estimated he had 
walked over 25,000 miles.

 Upon his return to Dublin he worked initially with the builders’
providers firm, C. P. Glorney, and later with the Irish Mutual Insurance 
company. In 1940 Malone joined the Irish army; he served in Dublin, 
Athlone, Letterkenny, and GHQ in Parkgate St., Dublin, working as a 
mapmaker in the Intelligence section. It was here in the Intelligence 
section of the Irish army that he honed his skills as a dedicated 
cartographer, a skill which he developed and subsequently used in a 
formidable fashion for his hill walking pursuits and for his writings on 
the great outdoors. He spent much of his leave during the Emergency 

Tom Barragry

JB MALONE, HILLWALKING 
PIONEER IN IRELAND



(1939–45) roaming the Dublin and Wicklow hills. In the period 1932–
45 he kept meticulous journals of his walking trips in hard-back 
notebooks, where he noted weather conditions, routes, times, and his 
own observations on the countryside around him. These would prove 
invaluable resources for the planning of the Wicklow Way in later years. 
After leaving the army he worked briefly with ironmongers Maguire & 
Gatchell in Dawson St. Dublin, before joining the Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs in 1947. He worked in this department as a draughtsman 
until his retirement in 1979. He married Margaret (Peg) Garry in 1947, 
settling in Walkinstown, Dublin where they raised a family of three 
children.

From the very beginning of his hill walking days in the nineteen 
thirties , JB Malone was an inveterate writer and note taker, and he kept 
meticulous records and extensive diaries on every walk he completed. 

These route notes, sketch maps, and detailed observations on the 
Dublin and Wicklow Hills proved an invaluable resource when in 1938 
he was commissioned to begin writing a weekly column for the “Evening 
Herald”. He spent much of his time in the National Library carrying out 
a prodigious amount of reading and research in preparation for these 
newspaper columns. In addition, he researched the historical sites and 
buildings of old Dublin, a topic on which he also had a profound interest 
and one on which he would later publish (“Know Your Dublin “ 1969). 
He also had an abiding interest in photography and many of his walks 
and hikes were embellished by the use of relevant photographs. His 
weekly column in the “Evening Herald” was called “Over the Hills” and 
then changed to “The Open Road” and it continued from its inception 

M O U N TA I N  H I S TO R Y

One of JB Malone’s earliest articles in the Evening Herald from April 1939

An Evening Herald article from April 1951



in 1938 until 1975
Despite of the lack of official guidebooks and suitable maps at that 

time, by the end of the nineteen thirties, Malone was not only an expert 
on the Dublin Mountains, but there were very few places in the Wicklow 
Mountains he hadn’t investigated and documented.

This was at a time when hill walking was not a particularly popular 
pastime nor did people know their way through the hills. 

Walks were of a formidable distance in those days, usually stretching 
from one train, or tram terminus to another. Trains or trams were 
frequently boarded at Harcourt St., and went to Bray, Greystones or 
Blessington, where many walks commenced or perhaps the bicycle was 
used to get to the starting point. In later years, the bus was boarded as 
Astons Quay /Burgh Quay which ferried the passengers to a bus stop 
which was as near as possible to the starting point of the walk. This 
added considerable extra time and distance to the length of each walk. 
With neither proper walking gear nor outdoor clothing as we know 
it today, and without good maps (nor GPS !) and barely a compass, 
strenuous walks of 15-20 miles were not uncommon. 

JB Malone’s weekly column played a major part in popularising 
walking as a leisure activity in Ireland. It was he who inspired others 
and pointed the way, via his enthusiasm, his energy and the detailed 
maps and walking guides of Dublin and Wicklow that he published 
in his regular “Evening Herald” columns He also published a series 
of books, beginning with “The Open Road” (1950), based on his 
newspaper column, and continuing with “Walking in Wicklow” (1964) 
and his much republished guidebook, “The Complete Wicklow Way” 
(1988). His books and his many hill walking articles were not merely 
descriptions of routes but included as much local history, botanical and 
archaeological details as he deemed appropriate. Being a cartographer 
and draughtsman by profession his accompanying maps were always 
graphically interesting, meticulous, clear and accurate

Another book, “Know your Dublin” (1969), with artist Liam C. Martin 
(1934–98), was based on their column in the Evening Herald during 
1967–8 and provided interesting and often novel information about 
some of Dublin’s best- and least-known landmarks.

During the 1960s JB Malone presented a documentary series on 
Telefís Eireann, entitled “Mountain and Meadow” in which, accompanied 
by a single cameraman, he introduced viewers to a series of hiking trails, 
walks and routes in the various counties of Ireland. 

The series was originally called ‘By Meadow and Mountain’ and then 
changed and “Mountain and Meadow” It was a weekly fifteen minute 
outside broadcast which followed the route of a walk somewhere in 
Ireland, with Malone providing the commentary. 

It was first broadcast on 4 July 1962 and was produced by James 
Plunkett. His friendship with James Plunkett in RTE led to both men 
becoming good friends and hill walking companions. 

Plunkett who later wrote the best seller “Strumpet City”, wrote the 
foreword to a number of JB’s walking books. A short feature on the 
series appeared in the RTV Guide of 29 June 1962. 

JB Malone’s extensive series of TV documentaries, books and 
newspaper columns inspired countless thousands of readers to 
exchange the city for the hills, to venture into the great outdoors and 
to experience the healthy and social joys of hill walking. It sparked 
an upsurge of interest in hill walking and hiking which was especially 
noticeable in the early to mid 1960s, and a number of new walking 
clubs were established during those years, most noticeably the Irish 
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Ramblers Club in 1964. His informative writing was not confined to rural 
Ireland however, and in addition to his articles on hiking and hill walking 
JB also produced over a thousand articles for the Evening Herald about 
historical places of note and the buildings of Dublin

Having tramped and traversed the hills, rivers, lakes and valleys of 
Wicklow very many times since the early nineteen thirties, JB Malone, 
early on, had a vision of a long, way-marked walking trail in Wicklow. 
He had first thought about this in the early 1940s and then formally 
proposed it in 1966. He was an avid reader of hill walking and hiking 
topics, and having noted the existence of popular way marked trails 
in Britain, Europe and the U.S, he wondered why Ireland did not 
have one, and thus he set about fulfilling his dream. This was to be 
the establishment of the Wicklow Way. Originally, he had envisaged 
a circular route, but after many treks though West Wicklow, he found 
that there were significantly many rights-of-way difficulties and so he 
decided to confine the route to a simple north- south line. To promote 
the idea, he first gave a talk to an Óige in 1966 in which he set out in detail 
the route he had chosen. However, it remained simply as an aspiration 

on paper until 1977 when a number of politicians established a new 
committee to investigate the feasibility of establishing walking trails the 
Ireland ‘for the benefit of those who enjoy walking as a recreation, and 
in furtherance of the policy for the promotion of ‘Sport For All’ and the 
involvement of a greater number of the population in leisure exercise”

Following his retirement from the civil service in 1979, JB was 
appointed as a field officer with the Long Distance Walking Routes 
Committee of Cospóir, the National Sports Council. There, he negotiated 
rights of way with land-owners to enable the development of his vision 
of the Wicklow Way, and he began putting his 132 kilometre-long trail 
plan in place.

The first section of the Wicklow Way opened in 1980, ending at 
Luggala, and the route to Clonegal was completed in 1982. Following 
the official opening in 1982,  The Wicklow Way became was Ireland’s 
(ED Republic anyway, the Ulster Way was opened in 1974) first Long-
Distance Walk, and the forerunner of the many such trails that exist 
today. In 1980 the first guide leaflet to the Wicklow Way route was 
published.  

The Wicklow Way comprised a network of paths and trails that 
brought walkers in a south-south-west direction from Marlay Park, 
Rathfarnham, Co. Dublin, to Clonegal, Co. Carlow. The trail crosses a 
variety of terrain, including the Dublin and Wicklow hills, passing many 
of the most famous beauty spots on the way, including Powerscourt 
waterfall, Lough Tay, the Luggala valley, and Glendalough. It stretches 
over three counties (Dublin, Wicklow, Carlow) and reaches 132 
kilometres. The trail now attracts over 24,000 visitors per year 

JB Malone’s book describing the route, “The Complete Wicklow 
Way” published in 1988 became a best seller. A one-hour television 
documentary programme on the Wicklow Way featuring JB himself 
was broadcast by RTE television in 1980. Following the development of 
this trail, he became involved also in the layouts for the South Leinster 
and East Munster Ways, and his vast experience, guidance, advice, 
and expertise was utilised in the planning and development of many 
subsequent way marked trails. The Kerry Way, from Killarney to Glencar, 
and the Táin Way in Louth opened in 1985, and two years later the 
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Dingle Way and the Slieve Bloom Way were added to the burgeoning 
network of trails. By 1998 there were twenty-five walkways extending 
over 1,500 km in the country 

J B Malone was a life member and founder member of the Irish 
Ramblers Club and was also an honorary member of an Óige. He was 
in fact made a life member of An Óige in recognition of the work he 
did to inspire young people to take up the hobby of hiking in the great 

outdoors.
He was a member of Ireland’s oldest walking club “The Brothers 

of the Lug” (founded 1903) and served as “Master in the Field” (i.e. 
navigator) in 1969.

JB Malone died in 1989 and his way marked trails, the Wicklow Way, 
his many books and articles stand as a testament to his pioneering spirit 
and as a memorial to his legacy. Without him there is no doubt but that 
the upsurge of interest in hill walking and hiking and the ever-increasing 
number of hill walking clubs in Ireland would never have taken place. 
[ED ... steady on]. 

JB Malone’s contribution to hill-walking in Ireland was marked by 
the erection of the JB Memorial Stone, a granite plaque in his honour, at 
one of his favourite spots, on a section of the Wicklow Way overlooking 
Lough Tay.  

A public exhibition of JB Malone’s Life and legacy, (researched and 
compiled by Michael Fewer and Frank Tracy) was unveiled in 2014 in the 
Local studies section of South Dublin Libraries, on the 25th anniversary 
of JB Malone’s death.
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A  S C E P T I C A L  H I L LW A L K E R ’ S  W I L D  S T U D I E S

Social 
distancing is 
so important

Mistakenly 
going 
along with 
the crowd?

Which is the wife and which the husband?



NOVEMBER IRELAND PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Doan summit, looking to Binnian  b  Peter Walker
Original comment: https://mountainviews.ie/track/4393/

https://mountainviews.ie/track/4393/


NOVEMBER IRELAND RUNNERS UP PHOTOS

12 Bens from Teevnabinnia  b  andren64
Original comment: https://mountainviews.ie/summit/869/comment/20968/

Fun on Tievecrom  b  Carolyn McKinney
Original comment: https://mountainviews.ie/
summit/989/comment/20917/

https://mountainviews.ie/summit/869/comment/20968/
https://mountainviews.ie/summit/989/comment/20917/
https://mountainviews.ie/summit/989/comment/20917/


NOVEMBER INTERNATIONAL PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Smooth Tors on Rough Tor  b Fergalh
Original comment: https://mountainviews.ie/summit/B17506/comment/20999/

https://mountainviews.ie/summit/B17506/comment/20999/


EMVEE-TUBE

THE BEST VIDEO PICKS FOR NOVEMBER

MV user gerrym experiences a superb inversion in the 
Bluestacks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V6njh-4tuZ0

MV user gerrym goes camping on the phenomenal coast of 
SW Donegal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfCqimVzt9A&t=238s

For anyone who ever wondered what the summit of the Hag’s 
Tooth was like…courtesy of YouTube user wallyvlog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rhuml7ItCic

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V6njh-4tuZ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfCqimVzt9A&t=238s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rhuml7ItCic




NOTICES

• If you are contributing, please be careful to respect the interests 
of landowners. Suggest access routes well away from houses, 
gardens or that could conceivably impact farming activities. 
When walking, keep away from gardens or farm buildings. Use 
stiles or gates wherever possible. Never do anything that could 
allow animals to roam where the farmer did not intend. Ask 
permission where appropriate.

• Report suspicious activity to the police forces, as below.
• If your car is broken into in an upland area report it to the PSNI or 

Gardai as this will help them be aware of the issue and tackle it in 
future. Store the numbers. In Northern Ireland use the PSNI non-
emergency number 0845 600 8000. In the Republic you can find 
the local Garda District HQs phone numbers at www.garda.ie/
Stations/Default.aspx. Specifically for the hotspot of Wicklow: the 
Garda Divisional Headquarters in Bray is 01 6665300.

• If you hear of a problem area or route, write it up in 
MountainViews which does everyone a service. Report rubbish 
tipping in the Republic - ring EPA hotline 1850 365 121 

• Report quads in national park area (in which they are banned). 
For Wicklow please phone the Duty Ranger: 087-9803899 or the 
office during office hours Telephone: +353-404-45800. Put these 
numbers in your phone, take regs etc. Let MV know of contact 
numbers for other areas.

• If you see a fire or someone doing something that could start 
a fire, report it.  In NI phone 999, in the Republic 112 or Coillte: 
1890 800 455.

• If you have climbed some of the less well known places, we 
would appreciate a summit rating and also GPS readings for 
summits.

• If we can, let’s make MV have more than one route up a summit 
so as to reduce the tendency for paths to appear. Your grid 
refs in place comments for different starting points show up on 
MountainViews maps.

Visit the MountainViews Facebook page:
facebook.com/mountainviewsie/

THIS NEWSLETTER
Editor: Simon Stewart, Homepage: www.simonstewart.ie 
Assistant editors: Colin Murphy, David Murphy
Challenge Info: Jim Holmes
Track reviews: Peter Walker
Book reviews: Conor Murphy, Aidan Dillon, Peter Walker
Videography: Peter Walker
Graphics design: Brendan O’Reilly
Donating: Click on mountainviews.ie/donate/

Newsletter archive: 
View previous newsletters mountainviews.ie/newsletters/
UNSUBSCRIBING  If you don’t want to receive any further monthly
newsletters from MountainViews, look at the email we sent you that 
this PDF is linked from.  At the bottom click the button “Click here to 
unsubscribe from Monthly Newsletters”.
Alternatively let us know by email at admin@mountainviews.ie
Include the email address you got this at or your screen-name.

www.garda.ie/Stations/Default.aspx
www.garda.ie/Stations/Default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/mountainviewsie
www.simonstewart.ie
https://mountainviews.ie/donate/
https://mountainviews.ie/newsletters
mailto:admin@mountainviews.ie

