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£10.99) 

 

Sir Hugh Munro can hardly have imagined what he started when his Tables of Heights 

over 3000 feet were published in the 1891 edition of this Journal.  As I have described in 

Munro Matters, there are now over 5000 registered Munroists and Munro bagging has 

become a highly respected activity, attracting a wide range of people, good for the body 

and minds of participants and great for the economy of the Highlands of Scotland. Other 

mountainous countries also aspire to emulate the popularity of Munro’s list, including our 

cousins from the Emerald Isle. In 1952, Joss Lynam, with help from C. R. P. Vandeleur, 

created a list of 2,000 footers and in 1997 the former produced a 600m list. Various 

amendments, updates and other lists started to appear, when just over 10 years ago Simon 

Stewart conceived the idea of <MountainViews.ie>. With a background in hill-walking 

and publishing, an open mind and some useful IT skills, his website invited walkers to 

add to the collective knowledge contained on the site. A decade on, <MountainViews.ie> 

contains over 5000 comments on 1,057 hills or mountains, with a separate page devoted 

to each one. With the upland areas of Ireland divided into 60 separate mountain regions, 

the site is easy to navigate using overview maps, and is interactive so that users can 

record details of their ascent routes and log the mountains they have climbed.  

 

When I started climbing Munros in the early 1970’s, every self respecting bagger had 

their personal copy of The Tables, a slender much thumbed hardback volume annotated 

with details of ascent dates according to unique individual systems of ticks, dates, 

underlining or whatever. With the format largely unchanged, the most recent edition was 

published way back in 1997 and my own copy is still in regular use as I mop up Tops, 

Furths, Corbetts, Grahams and Donalds. Sadly there are no plans to reprint or update this, 

due to lack of demand as people increasingly bought guidebooks for route information 

and simply tick the hills therein.  Showing impressive foresight and imagination over the 

Irish Sea, this colourful little gem of a paperback brings the 19th century list idea bang up 

to date to interface with a 21st century website. To describe this as a guide book is a bit 

misleading, when it is in fact a collection of lists. <MountainViews.ie> describe “A 

family of lists” to interest a diverse range of hill-goers. First there are the “Quicker-to-

complete lists” collated and recorded on the website, comprising The County Highpoints 

(27 highest points of the 32 counties of Ireland); The Local Hundred (personalised 

according to where one is based); The 900s (aka the 14 Irish Munros/Furths); The 

Hundred Highest (100m prominence spreads the selection over half the total mountain 

areas.); The Best 100 (From accumulated ratings by web-site members.) “Longer-to-

complete lists” are The Vandeleur-Lynham List; The Arderins; The Carns; and The 

Binnions and we are told emphatically “that mountains in the Irish context start at 500m.” 

 



Apart from a brief introduction and an appendix, this book concentrates mainly on the 

first two of these more challenging lists, with County Highpoints and Hundred Highest 

tucked in at the end. From the back cover we learn that “In Ireland there are 269 

mountain summits that are 600 metres or higher, and with a prominence of 15 metres or 

more. These are The Vandeleur-Lynams. And there are 404 summits with an elevation of 

at least 500 metres, with a prominence of 30 metres or more. We call these The 

Arderins.”. With a striking selection of colour photos on almost every page, the bulk of 

the book lists these mountains alphabetically by area. Each mountain entry covers 12 

fields, as follows: 

 

Area name; Mountain Name (in English where available); Alternative Name (usually 

Irish, with translation if available); Height Rank; Sub-area; Classification (Arderin or 

Vandeleur-Lynham); Height; County; 1:50k Map No.; Map Grid Ref; Prominence 

(Drop or height above highest col to nearest more prominent summit.); MV Rating (0-10 

based on MountainViews visitor assessments in seven categories); Date Climbed (Space 

for personal record). In other words a lot of useful information clearly and concisely 

presented in a very attractive and user-friendly form. 

 

I am sure that this imaginatively produced little book will be very popular with Irish hill-

goers. My main concern is that someone will try to do something similar in Scotland, so I 

hope that our own busy Publications Sub-Committee take note and give this serious 

consideration, before someone else beats us to it. Meanwhile, the best advice I can offer 

as Clerk of The List to any bagger is write it down.  Be sure to keep a brief record of your 

hills climbed somewhere! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


