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1 Two page spread. L to r, Knockatee, Place Totem on ScalgCktnghan Hill view of Comeraghs, Night from the Little
Sugarloaf, KnockfeerirRidge Ballyarthur Hill, Knockfeerina View.
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From Anazingto Zany via Artisti®oring,Craggy, Farmed, Forestdadustrial Island,

Mast-covered,Panorami@and Surprising
Part One of a two part article.

MANY AND VARIEDe the reasons to want an occasional walk up a small hill. Perhapgoyd likea

short walk with friends on a summer evenimgto photograph a landscapar to introduce children

to the uplands (or get away from childrenyoumaybe summiteeringyou may be less fityou may

want to walksomewhere, anywher@ icy weather ¢ KSNBE Q& Y I y & Mogntad\Kev® 3 S T NP
describes and lists38 summits under 400m, scattered all over thansl of Ireland. More about

listsin Part Two

MANY AND VARRre thesmaller hills and summits of IrelanilVe already mentioned that we mean
summits under 4001. For most of these we include a further criterion: they must be recognisably
higher than the surrounding land, so we usually specify a drop or promirfesroethe top before
ascending to another top of at least 100m.

Themountains of Ireland464 over 500mYollow various patterns There are of course considerable
variations in experiencing what you will fintbfn the inland and bogmoothed Sperringo the
dramatic beehiveguartzite shapes in Connemara to the waladd craggyoastal summits of the
Cahas.Unifying their look however ardne climate and eanomic activity Mostare covered in
montaneflora such asieathergrowing on blanket bog. bstare uncultivated with little more than
occasional sheep farming

The snaller hills have more variation. For a starany of thelowestare situated in or near farms.
The surrounding land may have fairly intensive use for livestock or be cultivatetiiarths
implications for access, which we will considePart Two Many of those with a better view also
have telecoms masts or wiridrbines on them. While this diminishé&se sense of wilderness it

often signalsgphotographic opportunityand easy acas Then there are those on the coast or
constituting islandsificludingseastacks) those that are being quarried or are deep in Sitka spruce.
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Near Dublirmost walkers will have visited the iconic Great Sugar Loaf. 2 @S NJoptafthy A (i Q

scope of this article however two of its neighbouritle Sugar Loaaind Carrigoona Commons
242m are easy ascents witibodviews. Theittle Sugar Loa&t 342m copies the Great in bgn



made ofhard, whitishquartzite;therS Q & I light wyup @a an agreed path and great views over
Dublin and sometimes to the Mournes.

2 Carrigoona Commons for a short walklencree behind.

Carrigoona Commonallows excellent view® the three gianf2 steps that make up thaorth end
of the Great Sugarloaf and is easy tionél. Like all of the others we will be mentioning, further

information such as parking access casometimes be found ifocal websites oguidebooks and
usuallyon MountainViewse.

Neither of the formetills give particularly long walks so you could §gggart HilB95m, a place

where megalithic and microwave toweesllide. L 1 Q& L2 adaA ot S G2 oF€t1 | NRdzyF
take a longer walk t€upidstown Hill 12km. Cupistown is the highpoint of Kildare over which it

KFd KdzaS @ASga |y Raegheticdlbit wasTepdtedly @amhdtbinyiver Y dzO K

/I NEYsStftQa 3Idzy I FGSNI KAA GNR2LJA dzaSR GKS LX I OS ¢

Near Belfast
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city out into the Irish Se@stentatious iCave Hillwhose craggy frontage buttresses a serrated
aleftAyS 6K2aS8S NBaSvyoftlyOS G2 F Yly feAy3da R26y Ay
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on a basalt promontory.

Further north, surrounded by suburbs and extensively woodedarmmoney Hilla marked trail
leads over the hilltop without quite reaching theramit (although the diversion is easy) and like
Cave Hill it commands an extensive and contrasting view of city and coastline.



3 Cairngaver's view of Scrabmwer and Strangford.

Further east lie€airngaver Hillmore reserved W Sy 4SSy FTNRBY | FFNE aSSYAy3af

of a series of tresstudded hummocks. But appearances can be deceptive, as the lucky ascentionist
will be greeted by a beautiful panorama of Strangford Lough and the Ards penirBultther north

still, approachBlack Hill381m, Antrim from the south and you will find yourself on a magnificent
balcony walk overlooking the coastline north of Larne. An occasional delight here is that you may
find a carpet of bluebells.

Near Cork

Cork, as a port city, isigounded on all sides by low summits that are largely ignored by hillwalkers.
None are dramatic in appearance and oénpcknaheenyis next to a housing estate on the
northside of the river Lee.

A little further out from the city though you find searof these quiet summits, accessed by tiny
boreens with little traffic and few visitors, each have their own peculiarities to recommend them



4 Garrylaurence stone circle.

North West of the city a few kilometres from Midletoxear Dungourney are the summits of
Knockakeaand Garrylaurence Both are forested but with easily accessible summits. On
Garrylaurence the summit is one of the most surprising as it is marked by a large stone circle in a
clearing. On the side of the hitl the east is a holy well dedicated to St Laurence

h Q ¢ 2(&drraurence/Garrai Labhrais meaning Field/Garden of Laurédodhe way up to
Knockakeo you will skirt the shores of a small lake.

South west of the city iBoolieveaccessed by a woodlanttall to a moss covered trig pillar with

views across undulating farmland to the mountains of North Cork and the Kerry border with the
Galtees, Knockmealdowns, Comeraghs , the sea beyond Carrigaline and the planes landing on the
runway of Cork airport .



FindingHugePanoramag stand well back

5 The Derryveaghs, Donegal from Errigal (I) to Muckéska, the Glover Walk, a panorama from Dooish Mountain.

Irelanddd KA 3K 3I NP dzy R wafrony theiedst ahd cenfimaNyloRi® Rigedare téns

of kilometres long How do you get a good view of a long ridge? If you view it from within the ridge
you may well get drama in cliff and lake but rarely a sense ofvtime. Many smaller hills, often
relatively isolated, gie uninterruptedvistasof entire ranges.

For examplesome of the hills near Letterkenny suchlmoish Mountainor Gregory Hillallow a
view of much of the SE side of uplaRdnegal Closer in, places likiee roughly vegetated
Stagraddy Mountainjustwest of Loughsaltitn) show a narrower but nearer perspective.

Knockchree 306m is somewhat south of the Mournes and sufficiently far east to see some of the

major mountains. Of course the Mournes can also be seen from the Slieve @rmbbyany of the

smaller hills such as Slievenalargy, 280m. Because the Mournes are south of here at many times of
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up early or late to get decent illuminati! In a very rough rule of thumb the views of ridges are

better from the south.



6 Cnoc Mordain looms over South Connemara.

Cnoc Mordain354min south Connemara & ¢St @2 NI K | @ved walkabley A &
granite ridge smoothed by iaan one side, plucked on the othand looking like an overgroweche
moutonée On the top you find you can se®st of the Twelve Bens and the first three quarters of

the Maamturks all in one sweep ewnthelakestrewnlands@ape of Connemara bog.

Every hill has stories.
Sometimesan unromantianodernhillwalkers experiencef difficult heather and briars but often
quirky or interestindhistoryas various commenters on MountainViews have revealed.

Inisnabrg, Island 175m, Dingle
West: The landing on the island is
pure James Bond, with the dinghy
scraping through an archway barely
wide enough to allow us through
before entering a little cove hidden
from the sea. The island nearly
became even more like a scene out
of You Only LasTwicewhen in
1973 it was proposed as the
launching site for a space flight by
the youthful Dr Gary Hudson. He
wrote a letter to the Irish Vice

7 Landing on Inisnabro Consul in the USA pointing out that
as a neutral country with no
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